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1) Hussia pushes fLIWBId to Konstantlncpfi ori51nally

by reasons of religion, to -~ day by economic reasons as the

big export of grain goes through the straits. Russia isi bound

to export enprmous quantities of agricultural producs to pay

the interests of her snormous government loesns. Hussia is ths
lebitor, the world history has ever seen. Since
Fngland drovye her out of Eastern Asia, whers she had

the ambition to establish a Pacifie Empire, Hussia pressed

the much stronger upon gonstantinogér. The consequenca was

the organisation of the Balkan States by lussia, which was

prim-rily meant to crush Austria- Hungary,- this state being

the chief hindrance in lussia's march to Bonstantinop®a.

At the time of Biamarck;Garmuny had no life-interest
the Balkans, but even Bismarck &l ready guarantesd the integrity
Austria-Hungary against Hussian aggression, as Austria - Hungary
th: only natural ally which Germany has in the world. Under

#illiam 11 Germany went farther and defended the integrity of

Turkey against Russia, as Turkey is the only market for raw -
cin the neighbourhood of Germany

materials,; upon which Germany can dxawiindepandant of tngland's

sea supremacy. Besides Turkey gained more importance for Germauy,

as the possibility of an Anglo - German conflict appeared on the

political horizon., Germany is able only through the way of

Asiatic Turkey to exercise some premsure upon the Suez Canal, upon

which Greater Britain depends not less than Germany upon the free

access through the British Channel to her own shores.




When liussia came to know that - as a Hussian
statesman expressed it - Hussia's way to Constantinople
only went via the "Branfenburger Thor" in Berlin, Huseia
decided in the year 1909 to prepare a war for 1916, when
she hoped she would be fully srmed and she made great loans
for that purpose in France. The outbreak of the war was
precipitated not only by the crime of Sarajewo, as Americans
generally think, but also by the imminent German -
understand ing, the outlines of which were accepted
England as well as Germany in spring 1914. If that agroement
which satisfied both sides equally, had been signed, Asiatic
Turkey would have mostly fallen into the sphere of German
interest and the hope of hussia to rule at Constantinople
would have bsen lost for ever. Therefors Hussia was bound
to make the war at once befors the German - Anglo agreement
came into force and eventually lead to the German -~ Anglo

Alliance.

Though the war with Hussia was inevitable, the
war with France seemed to be evitable. Well- informed Germans
hoped until the last hour that ‘rance would stand aside, and
the German government offsred to France neutrality on a basis

honourable to both sides. But France follewed Sussia into

the disaster as she is by far the Biggest creditor of uussiaf

bound to the fate of her debitor who owes her more than
five billions dollars. Besides the idea ruled to avenge
1870/71 and get back Alsace - Lorraine which lived in the
depth of the French soul, never forgotten, though Alssce

is a Germen speaking country and of Lorraine only a small




part(about 200000 of inhabitants) speak FPrench as theirx
L ]
mother tongue. Practically the revenge idea concerns not
n
so much the lost provinces but | the ambition of France to
remain at least the leading power of Continental furope.
o Weris :

For she has the lost the claim to be & leading power in—ths
worid at Waterloo and at I'aschoda under the pressure of the

British fleet,

ngland commercial rivalry was
the chief reason why ldward VII made it the chief purpode
of British politics to meet the "German menace", which only
existed in the kEnglish imagination. It was he who brought
about & truce with Russia, England's hereditary ensmy and
trisd to encircle CGermany a&s the world knows. For that
purpose kKngland spent almost twice as much anuaily for
armaments as Uermany, and yet she accused her gll the time
of militarism. But on the other hand there were British
patriots enough who wanted a sincere understanding with
Gsrmany. They pointed to the fact that Germany had become
since 1912 the largest buyer of British wares, even pur-=
chasing more from England than the Indian Umpire. These
people went in for the German - Anglo agrsement, mentioned

above and hoped that with the adherence of the United States

; o : : : Y i
the three Teutonic nations were going to reder and pacify

the world. Could there be any more promising conception

of human future? But when the war of liussia and Prance with
Germany had come to the outbreak, the leading statesmen

of England found themselves bound by the lines of British
policy since Edward VII. Besided I hear from very well

informed sourced a chief reason for "ngland of backing the




Franeo - hussiang allies was the fear that in the course of

that war Germany might get hold of Calais and so dominate
(- £ &
the Chammel, the war proving £r km in this respesct to be

{ b o
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a strugsle feor—neaval preadominaneces

The invasion of B el gium Dby Germany was a

very weleome pretext for the English government to stir up

public opinion in their country. That it was nothing but a
pretext is proved by the Entente violating the neatrality of
Greece, whose Ionian islands were under the same guarantee

of international neutrality as Belgium was. Alsc the so-
called Belgiumr atrocities were nothimg but a bluff, meant for
agitating the pubiic opinion in England as well as in the
neutral states., Germany does not understand as well as England
%o handle the world's public upinion,ihar language being more
that of facts than of wurdsé)Gcrmuus believe that the German
soldier is a good-natured and a well-educated man, in any
case better educated than his opponents as schodl statistics
prove,— and for that reason not imclined to any unnecessary

{

cruelty. On the other hand there happened dreadful atrocities,
mutilations of wounded German s.ldiers by the Belgian civilians
of which not a few nurses, who curdd these poor psople, could
be witnesses,- their names being at the disposal of any

neutral inve@tigator. As long as these contradictory state-

ments are not cleared up, any neutral who sticks to justice,

will abstain from judgment.

X/ At the begin ing of the war Germany's situation

seemaed desperate. She had to fight against an overwhelming
p =3 8 (=]

majority of enemies. This struggle will recall one day to




posterity the drama of Marathon and be not less famous in future
history. But after a ymaxxm war of one year and a hdlf Germany
has novee been economically so strong and so firmly knitted
together as she is now. Her military situation has improvsd
during tho last year in a marvellous way. She gets stronger the
longor the war goes on. The war stimulates inventions,- she
extracts now nitrates literally from the ais, and if our

English cousins will give us the time to proleong the war, we

hope that the very difficult problem of artificidé rubber shall

be solved andt the food for the cows, the import of which the
English have cut off, will be supplied by organlc chemigtzry
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Every intejlzpvrt \m@riuﬁﬂ who travells now with an
open eye in Cermany, will agree, that Germany can wait easil
until her opponents coms in to accept a Jjust and durable peace.
That goal can be attained, as Germany is not a conquering
nation, but only wants freedom for her own evolution, freedom
for the smaller nations, espascially ¢ g Ezstern Burope,
trodden down by Hlussian despotism,- freedom of the ssas. But
the freedom of the seas so much talked of, cannct be bui 1t
up by paper and paragraphs but by Germany's proving invulnezable
and not to be crushed by the most formidable alliance of anemies

which history has ever seen.

obody could foretell what the conditicns of the
coming peace may be, as the military situathon is changing by
the lapse of time and on the whole changing in favour of Germany.
But in one point all Germans agree: the present war in its out-

come will be a great success of pacifism, for in any case there




will be a peace -~ alliance between Germany and Austrég -
Hungary, which\ mekss war impossible for all time between
these two powers 2nd which might oautgrow by and by to an
economic alliance of ¥iddle - Europe. Other natiorns of Lurope
might, if they like, apply to enter intc this newly organized
peace — combination, which intellectual Germens view/as the
germ of the coming " United States of Burope®. All Germsns
hope, that by the coming peace, the Balkans will be pacified
in a defdinite manner, B ul ga r i a growing up to

of the great powers of lurope, inhsriting the position, Turke
has lost luckily for herse by the last Balkan Wear. Ths

S ervian nation will find her nationsl developmant
within the boundaries of Austris - Hungary, to whicheven before
this war two thirds of the Servian natfon belonged. Americans

never ought to forget, that Austria - Hungary practically is the

agglomeration of many different nations, who find there the
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Germany does not want to rule in Turkey, but shs

hopes, that Turkey will rsform herself and be onse of the great
powers of the world. She will be an ally not a master,- and
Germany believes, the Mahomeden world is waking up to = great
future of her own by remewing the religious thought, which is

the back - bone of Mahomedan culture. Germany dosw not want any
commercial preference in the Turkish Empire, only wants open

door for all. But she never will makr’» peace, before the integrity

of the Turkish territory is not restored by England and Russia.

As Russia has by a recent law deprived the two millions
of German farmers, who have lived and worked in Russia since

more than one century, of their estates, Germany hopes by the




peace to gather her sons, daughters and children, who wander
now without homes tnrough the immense space of Hussia, and

to settle them on some itable land in har rnsighbourhood.
There is no doubt that Kurland, =& country of ald German tra-
ditions thofigh a Russian province, asnd very inly populated,
will be the best place for this colecunisabion. Germeny promised
fresdom to P ol a n d, but the way how | rgaiine it <lg

an open guestion left to the futurs.

Germany is abseclutely tirm on the point, that a mero

status quo in Belgium ls imgp ] 3, as Belgium, in future

left free from any German influense, would be open to the

military and economic

wonldp be a perpetual thres most +vulaerable frontier

near the big centres o man i : The Imperiml

Chancellor at the last

erizl securities sgainst t}

war was ths centre of exportation of

and is practically the great harbour at

where German commerce dominsted. Germany,

childften's future, will ot give up that position, she

before the war. A good many Germans hope to strengthen it

by a custom = union. On the gther hand the intellectual leaders
1#%.:1?,Jf°’ Tiou

of the Flemish nation,-wh*eh«&e S0 f“ﬁous in the world's

history by the greatness of its art and which was suppressed

by French influence during the last centuries, will be restored

by that war to her own life. Germany cannot but follew the mme

line a8 the Ilemish nation, %0 nearly akin to the Germans,

and Flemish peasants and German soldiers understand each otgher

without difficulty. Therefore the German government in Belgium




decided,| to reorganize the university of the town of Gent on
the basis of the Dutch language, which 98 7 of the population
of thaet town and its neighbourhood talk,
90 the outcome of the war will be a continucus line
Ai—\f!dﬂ!"p ‘. P‘) sz].(q .
from the mouth of the Hhine to the mouth of the Euphrat, ‘which

will be traversed in a few years hence with a sleeping-car in

8 dgys, binding together Orient and Occident.

Nobody will suffer less by that"German line" than
the British Empire, which a strong snd satarated Germeny would

Abe glad to uphold.

As our Emperor has said, Germany has no other aim
then t¢ fulfill her world mission by the work of peace in
wdnluin
" sciencs, in economics and in art", in £xeéecompetitien and on
equal terms with the other great cultural powers of the world,
The last meaning of this so much misunderstood " German Kultur"

could be described by the follewing words: mankind tried to

realize the freedom of the i

.
ILC
e

so - called free
competition, - mankind failded e stionger frampled down
the weak. Germany tries to realize the frecdom of mankind by
social organisation, which puts as well the streng as ¢ wealk
to the places, where they can ude best their

hopes to surpass the strong individual, represented by ths
best type of inglishman, by the stronger organisation of the

social whole.
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